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SGA resolution to condemn RFRA fails
By JARED CASTO

THE PARTHENON
A resolution to condemn the
West Virginia Legislator for the
Religious Freedom and Restoration Act, a bill that is increasingly
under fire for its perceived
discrimination of LGBT rights,
failed during Tuesday’s Student Government Association
meeting.
The resolution in question
was the topic of a lengthy debate during the meeting, with
multiple senators voicing their
opinions on the RFRA, how they
believed it would affect the state
and whether SGA should condemn it.
Marshall’s resolution aimed
to condemn the bill as “a clear
violation of Marshall University’s
anti-discrimination
commitment, overall mission
statement and goal of providing
equal education opportunities
for all individuals.” West Virginia University approved a
similar resolution Monday.
Sen. Lora Walker was the
frontrunner of the resolution,
arguing the bill is a response
to the legalization of same

“I would like to contact whoever we need to
contact about Marshall being voted the most
LGBT friendly campus in West Virginia. We don’t
deserve that.”
—SGA SEN. DAVID CRAWLEY

sex marriage. Walker said the
bill uses the guise of religious
freedom to be discriminatory
towards LGBT individuals.
“This isn’t really a party issue.
It’s about people,” Walker said.
“In the legislature, the problem
is that this may be a federal
mandate on one level, but the
way it’s interpreted as of lately
in all state legislatures is as a
reaction to same sex marriage
being legalized.”
Sen. Nick Uliana said though
he supports marriage equality
and gay rights, he believes that
the RFRA has the freedoms of

Internship gives MU
students hands-on
experience at Capitol
By LYDIA WAYBRIGHT

THE PARTHENON
Marshall University students are experiencing
state politics firsthand through the Frasure-Singleton Internship this week in Charleston.
The internship intends to give college students
in West Virginia an opportunity to learn about
state politics by shadowing a delegate or state
senator for the week.

businesses in mind.
“The one thing that separates
our country from everyone out
there is freedom,” Uliana said.
“If a business owner is stupid enough to deny someone
business based on their sexual
orientation, then let them, because that is poor business and
it’s well within their right.”
Sen. David Crawley said West
Virginia is struggling in the business sector and a law that could
potentially allow employers
to discriminate against LGBT
workers would only do further
harm. According to Crawley,

Sophomore Whitney Ramey said the internship runs two weeks, and students attend one
week at a time from Sunday to Friday. Ramey
said six Marshall students are attending this
week and two will attend next week.
“It’s supposed to really embrace what West
Virginia politics are and what that climate is,”
Isabelle Rogner, senior international business
major, said.
“The whole concept of what our legislative session goes through is very foreign to us,” Rogner
said, adding that the internship makes the process more familiar to college students.
“They’re not foreign people,” Rogner said of
state politicians. “They’re one of us.”
Rogner and Ramey said professors were happy
to accommodate them on missing a week of
classes. “They were all really excited I was going,”
Ramey said.
“Everyone was excited for me,” Rogner said.
“They wanted to accommodate me, by all means.”
Rogner found out about the internship through

Indiana lost $60 million after
passing a similar bill.
“If this bill is allowed to pass
in the legislature, we’re just
shooting ourselves in the foot,”
Crawley said. “We need to send
this message to our legislature
that West Virginia is better than
this.”
Senate Campus Life and committee chairwoman Rachel
Rohrbach said voting against
the resolution was in the best
interest of the Marshall SGA. The
basis of Rohrbach’s argument
was senate resolution 73.10, an
approved SGA resolution that

condemns the West Virginia
Legislature’s 10 percent budget
cuts on public colleges within
the state.
“In my opinion, since 31
states have passed it and they’re
just doing it off of federal law,
when we say we oppose it, that’s
just opening up a big door of
problems and that’s not going to
get us more funding,” Rohrbach
said.
After 25 minutes, president
pro tempore, Alex O’Donnell
closed the debate. The senate
voted against voting by secret
ballot and elected to instead

a friend who suggested it to her, and Ramey
learned of it through a professor in one of her
political science classes.
Rogner and Ramey said the application process was simple. Ramey said the application
asked students to list three issues in West Virginia that are most important to them.
“I picked, of course, the drug epidemic that’s
happening, education and women’s health,”
Ramey said. Rogner said she indicated on her application that she did not have a preference on
what political party she was partnered with because she thought she could learn more from an
opposing opinion.
Ramey is shadowing Delegate Bill Anderson
who represents Wood County, and Rogner is
spending the week with Delegate Matthew Rohrbach who represents Cabell County. They both
said they sat in on several meetings Monday including the Transportations Committee, Health
Committee, Finance Committee and Energy
Committee.

vote by roll call. Of the 30 senators present, 11 abstained, 10
voted against the resolution and
nine voted for the resolution.
The resolution ultimately failed.
Senators, executives and advisors expressed admiration for
how the debate was conducted.
However, some said they were
disappointed in the outcome of
the resolution.
“I would like to contact whoever we need to contact about
Marshall being voted the most
LGBT friendly campus in West
Virginia,” Crawley said. “We
don’t deserve that.”
Tuesday’s
meeting
also
included the reading of a condolence letter as well as a moment
of silence for Emileigh Cooper,
a Marshall graduate who was
killed in a car accident Friday
afternoon.
Additionally, a senate bill was
passed to provide funding for
MU PROS, as well as a resolution
to investigate the termination of
the “Capitol Classic” basketball
game.
Jared Casto can be contacted at casto178@marshall.
edu

The students also had the chance to sit in on
the concealed weapons debate Monday. Rogner said the delegates and senate debated from
about 11 a.m. until 3 p.m.
“It was crazy,” said Rogner. “They were just going back and forth but the vote still went in favor
of what everyone thought it was going to.”
“I definitely think that if I do decide to pursue
politics in the future, this is going to be networking for me,” Ramey said. She also said the
internship will help her gain confidence in the
political science field because she is becoming
more familiar with the way things run at the
Captiol.
“Seeing what (Delegate Rohrbach) does in between sessions, seeing how they collaborate and
how they have sound decisions before they even
go on the floor, that’s where I’m going to learn
the most,” Rogner said. “I love being intertwined
with that.”
Lydia Waybright can be contacted at waybright19@marshall.edu
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Spread
the love
for Love A
Donor Day
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By AMANDA GIBSON

THE PARTHENON
The third annual Love A Donor Day
will be held from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Wednesday in the Memorial Student
Center lobby.
Students who have received scholarships can write thank you letters
to their donors, but program director
of scholarships and donor relations,
Krystle Davis said all students can
participate.
Davis said there will be a heart wall
this year students can sign to thank
donors who have donated to buildings
on campus, programs in specific areas,
study abroad programs, competition
expenses, library access and supplies
in the classroom to name a few.

Davis said the donors enjoy hearing
from students. Davis also said sometimes donors and students can form
lasting relationships through a thank
you letter.
“Some of the best phone calls we get
are when donors say ‘You know, I just
got this really great thank you letter
from a student,’” Davis said. “And oftentimes, and we hope the students
realize this, that the donors not only
want to give because they want to help
a student, but they give because they
were once a student too.”
Davis said donors are more apt to
continue giving to students if they hear
from students they are supporting.
“We share as many of the stories
that we can and not only the folks
who receive those letters, but also the

folks that see our marketing, see our
Facebook page, see our website, hear
about students and hear that they’re
thankful at Marshall,” Davis said. “And
so someone who doesn’t necessarily
have a scholarship here already might
establish one because they hear that
the students here need it, are really
utilizing it and are becoming successful because of the dollars that they
receive.”
During Love A Donor Day there
will be free hot chocolate and coffee
as well as free candy and class pins.
Students can write thank you letters
to specific donors, take photos with
gratitude messages and sign the heart
wall.
Amanda Gibson can be contacted
at gibson269@marshall.edu.

Walgreens extends grant money to Marshall Research
internship
for minority
School of Pharmacy for diversity initiatives
By LOGAN PARKULO

THE PARTHENON
Walgreens has given a
$10,000 grant to The Marshall
University School of Pharmacy
to assist with diversity outreach and inclusion initiatives.
This makes the second year
the school has received the
funding.
The grant is to be distributed
as scholarships. It is Walgreens’ national effort to help
pipeline programs and other
cultural initiatives to support
increasing diversity among
professional student programs.
Walgreens representatives believe diversity and inclusion is
a way of life embedded deep in
our culture.
Five total pharmacy students
have received Walgreens scholarships over the past academic
year.
Jacob Dotson, fourth year,
Grayson, Kentucky
James W. Frazier, fourth year,

Louisville, Kentucky
Saman Ghafary, second year,
Dallas, Texas
Yanick N. Hicks, third year,
Marietta, Georgia
Minh Thu T. Tran, second
year, Jacksonville, Florida
According to the press release, Walgreens officials are
pleased to lend their support
to Marshall, citing the multiple
diversity outreach programs at
the university as reasoning for
providing the grant.
Marshall’s diversity initiatives include a weeklong
residential immersion program
for high school students that
introduce them to health care
careers including pharmacy.
For the grant, Walgreens requires the school to report on
how the funds were used to
support diversity initiatives
throughout the year.
Logan Parkulo can be
contacted at parkulo2@marshall.edu.

students
deadline
approaching

By REBECCA TURNBULL

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Christopher Keyfon (left) and D. Rich Miller, R.Ph. (second from left) with Walgreens present Marshall
University School of Pharmacy leaders with a $10,000 diversity grant Tuesday at the school of pharmacy.
Pictured with Keyfon and Miller are (from center) Shelvy Campbell-Monroe, Ph.D., assistant dean for diversity,
H. Glenn Anderson, Pharm.D., associate dean of academic and curricular affairs and Kevin W. Yingling,
R.Ph., M.D., dean of the school of pharmacy.

UKirk students learn about United Way’s importance in community

NANCY PEYTON | THE PARTHENON

Laura Gilliam, executive director
of United Way River Cities, talks
to UKirk students about United
Way’s presence in Huntington.
By NANCY PEYTON

THE PARTHENON
UKirk students heard about
the importance of the United
Way in the Huntington community Tuesday night.
Laura Gilliam, executive director of United Way of the

River Cities, discussed her
journey to where she is today, both in her job and in her
faith. Gilliam said she wanted
to find a place where she
could combine her faith and a
career.
Gilliam said it was an adventure finding where exactly
she fit in. Gilliam said she first
found that place with the nonprofit organization, Faith in
Action.
“The thing I really enjoyed
about working with Faith in
Action was that it wasn’t a
Christian-based organization,
it’s a faith-based organization
and there is a difference,” Gilliam said.
Gilliam said her nine years
with Faith in Action were an
excellent learning experience
because she encountered
people from many different
cultures and walks of life.
“We had volunteers who
came from pretty much any
denomination, from the Jewish
community, from the Muslim
community, from the Hindu
community,” Gilliam said. “We

had some with no particular
faith who just wanted to help
people. One of the things that
gave me the chance to do while
I was working with them was
to learn so much about other
faiths across the world.”
Gilliam has now worked for
the United Way of the River
Cities for 10 years. Gilliam
said she joined them at an interesting point of rebuilding
for the organization.
“It was an interesting time
to go into that organization
because they were going
through a real shift in philosophy and how they do their
work and how they responded
to the community,” Gilliam
said. “So even though the organization has been around
since 1922, I was entering it
at a time where it was sort of
rebuilding and reimagining
itself.”
Gilliam said despite the fact
United Way is a national organization, each branch handles
problems in their community
differently.
“The joke is, ‘If you’ve seen

one United Way, you’ve seen
one United Way,’” Gilliam said.
“Each one of them looks at the
community and says ‘these
are the problems we’re going
to try to solve and this is the
way we want to do it.’”
Gilliam said although her
job can be challenging, she has
a strong respect for the organizations United Way raises
money for.
“It’s hard, it’s not easy,” Gilliam said. “I’m amazed at the
work that our funded partners
are doing because they’re in
the trenches. Some of the stuff
that these folks do, I just can’t
imagine doing. We are blessed
to have all of that, because we
live in an area where there are
a lot of services.”
Senior biology and psychology double major Allyson
Bias said it was interesting to
learn about all the different
things United Way does in the
Huntington community and
worldwide.
“I actually didn’t know that
they [United Way] raised
money through businesses

and everything,” Bias said. “I
thought it was really interesting when she went into how
they’ve recreated it to tackle
where the issues are coming
from, like high school dropouts, but they’re also putting
in programs for the people
suffering from substance
abuse or who are homeless.”
Freshman psychology major
Emily Underwood said despite
the fact she has known Gilliam her whole life, she never
knew just how much her job
entailed.
“I’ve known her [Gilliam]
since I was born and I didn’t
even know everything that she
did,” Underwood said. “Now,
learning everything that she
goes through and everything
that the organization does is
just really cool. They aren’t
just raising money for one
thing; they’re raising money
for everything our community needs, which is really
important.”
Nancy Peyton can be
contacted at peyton22@
marshall.edu.

MUSOM receives endowment scholarship from Wilson family
By LOGAN PARKULO

THE PARTHENON
Marshall University alumni David
and Patricia Wilson along with their
daughter, Laura Wilson have established an endowed scholarship for
medical students with the Marshall
University Joan C. Edwards School
of Medicine.
According to the Wilsons, Marshall still remains an important
part of the family’s life even though
David, an engineer and Patricia,
a practicing dermatologist, now

reside in Alabama.
Patricia graduated from the
Marshall school of medicine with
honors and received a national
Alpha Omega Alpha Honorary distinction in 1994. David graduated
from Marshall in 1989 with a bachelor’s degree. Laura graduated from
the Marshall school of medicine in
2014.
According to a press release,
watching Laura graduate inspired
Patricia and David to reignite their
bonds with Marshall. The Wilsons

decided to offer financial support to
students in hopes that more of their
colleagues will follow suit.
The scholarship, known as the
Wilson Family Endowment is for
first-year medical students who
are residents of the Huntington/
Tri-State area. The scholarship is renewable for three additional years if
normal academic progress is maintained. The Marshall University
Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine
Scholarship Committee will select
the recipients of the award.

page designed and edited by MIKAELA KEENER| keener31@marshall.edu

“Any time a scholarship is endowed, it is so meaningful and
appreciated,” said Linda S. Holmes,
director of development and alumni
affairs for the school of medicine.
“The fact this was created by the
Wilson family is particularly special
because of the strong legacy connection to the school of medicine – with
both mother and daughter as graduates. It shows how much the school
has meant to them and their family.”
Logan Parkulo can be contacted
at parkulo2@marshall.edu.

THE PARTHENON
The deadline is approaching
for applications to this year’s
Biomedical Sciences Summer
Research Internship for Minority Students (SRIMS) at
Marshall University.
All applications are due by
Friday. Applications are available online.
SRIMS coordinator, Kelly
Carothers said the program
intends to give promising
underrepresented minority
students in the sciences an
opportunity to conduct graduate-level research, while
offering support from mentors and a peer network to
which they may not otherwise
have access.
Carothers also said this
opportunity is important
because diversity in the
biomedical workforce is necessary to deal with disparities
in health-related issues.
“Since Marshall University and the Joan C. Edwards
School of Medicine are
committed
to
enhancing
diversity and expanding development and attraction
of medical-related business
to West Virginia, the SRIMS
program is a great way to introduce talented students to
this research,” Carothers said.
Carothers said SRIMS ultimately
gives
minority
students from Marshall and
other universities an opportunity to enhance their
academic record for graduate
school, strengthen their connection and persistence in the
scientific research field and
establish firmer ties to the
Appalachian region.
Students will present their
research at the West Virginia
Summer Research Symposium during the last week of
the program.
A stipend of $3,000 will be
provided to each participant
for the nine-week experience,
including free room and board
and assistance with travel.
The internship will last
from May 23 through July 25.
Rebecca Turnbull can be
contacted at turnbull4@
marshall.edu.
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Column: The
misperception of
Cam Newton and
the media
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After rocky start to college career,
Scott becoming a leader for the Herd

By BRADLEY HELTZEL

ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR
Panthers quarterback Cam Newton’s postgame press conference and overall demeanor
Sunday was the recipient of rabid media judgement following the Panthers’ Super Bowl 50 loss
to the Denver Broncos.
Newton was short and languid in his responses,
delivering a series of one-liners or, in some answers, one-worders. All the while, Newton sat
with an expression and a stature that ventures
far from the realm of stoic and pronounced.
In classic media fashion, Newton’s oral and
physical presentation was picked apart. Hot take
artists pounced on the opportunity to unfurl
their subjective and empowering condemnation of a player to mass audiences, typecasting
Newton as a “sore loser”, a “me-first player” and
a “classless individual.”
Given the chance to voice his regret and present an apologetic tone Tuesday for his postgame
antics, Newton, for the most part, rebuffed.
While Newton said he isn’t perfect and
never said he was, he eventually embellished
in thoughts of individualism, and, in turn held
his character to a greater standard than his
reputation.
“I don’t have to conform to what anybody
wants. I am my own person,” Newton said. “Before you are quick to assume anything, what
makes your way right?
If I offended somebody, that’s cool, but I know
who I am and I’m not about to conform nor bend
for anybody’s expectations because, you or anybody’s expectations will never exceed mine.”
In other words, Newton cast a middle finger
accompanied by a nonverbal “fuck you” at the
commonplace trend of athlete’s adhering to PR
terminology and strategy, and instead chose to
remain genuine in his comments and overall
character.
However, despite the growing presence of a
generation, in which individualism and a refusal to conform to societal norms has never
been more celebrated and accepted, Newton and
athletes remain subject to considerable scorn if
they don’t adhere to the bland gamesmanship of
speaking to the media.
There is something to be admired by Newton’s
postgame comments as well as the ones he made
Tuesday. They were candid and frank, reaching a
level of sincerity, that Newton’s most-public adversaries—the media—cannot touch.
As is typical in the opportunist landscape of the
media, the reaction, interpretation and coverage
of Newton’s comments were juiced up on steroids for the sake of the everlasting “narrative”,
which drives ratings and audience interest far
more than the preached objectivity of media ethics that have been weeded out of the profession.
News doesn’t sell, information doesn’t sell,
analysis doesn’t sell; narrative sells. Conflict
sells. The sensationalized opinions of media personas and networks sell.
That self-created narrative is necessary for the
media because it carries public interest far beyond the moment when the final buzzer sounds,
the game ends and the telecast goes off the air.
Those conflict-driven narratives exist naturally,
in the form of the concussion issue, domestic violence, the impure business of “The Shield” and
the lack of diversity in the league’s ownership
and overall power structure. But the complexity,
scale and overarching theme of their existence is
far too extensive for the casual NFL fan and, thus,
are neglected by media conglomerates.
In the place of said narratives is a simpler one.
One in which Cam Newton stands as the recipient of invective disdain for his decision to breach
the confines of normalcy and, instead, act through
an authentic expression of individualism.
Bradley Heltzel can be contacted at heltzel1@marshall.edu.

By CHRISTIAN HISMAN

THE PARTHENON
In her senior season, Marshall University
forward Leah Scott has seen the trials and tribulations of college basketball.
From adjusting to new coaches to meshing
with changing teammates to acclimating to
multiple cities and towns, Scott’s collegiate career has been a nomadic experience.
Scott, whose hometown is Detroit, Michigan,
has played for three different universities during her college tenure, which have ranged from
Michigan to Iowa to West Virginia.
After beginning her career at Central Michigan University and receiving little playing time,
Scott transferred to Iowa Western Community
College for the 2012-13 season, where she was
named to the National Junior College All-America Second Team.
Scott transferred to Marshall the following
season, where she was not only granted immediate eligibility, but also discovered a place she
was finally comfortable with.
After receiving approval from the NCAA

concerning her request for an additional season
of eligibility, Scott is now in her third and final
season with the Herd as a fifth-year senior.
“She has seen the ups and downs with this
team,” said Marshall head coach Matt Daniel.
Scott, who made the decision to come back
to Marshall after she graduated last May and is
now working toward earning a minor, is averaging career highs this season in points (16.8),
rebounds (6.7) and steals (1.4) per game. She
is also shooting a career-best 72 percent from
the free throw line on a conference-leading 137
attempts.
Scott said she credits her career year to the
work she has put in after practice to increase
the diversity of her skillset.
“I have really became a more versatile player,”
Scott said. “This has really paid off for the team
because it allowed me to play different positions on the floor and makes me harder to guard
for opponents.”
However, Daniel said the reasons behind
Scott’s successes extend beyond her impressive
work ethic.

By BRITTANIE FOWLER

THE PARTHENON
Growing up, many athletes dream of one day
playing the sport they love at the next level.
For most, that dream ends after high school.
But for some, they’re only getting their careers started as they sign with universities to
further their skills and their education.
At Marshall University, for two student-athletes, this dream hits a little closer to home.
Talequia Hamilton and Kiana Evans, two
players on the Marshall women’s basketball

team, get to experience first-hand playing the
sport they love at the next level in the city they
grew up in.
But Hamilton and Evans said their sights
weren’t always set on Marshall. Both said they
had dreams of leaving Huntington and playing
basketball far from their hometown.
“Playing at Marshall wasn’t my first choice,”
Hamilton said. “I actually wanted to get as far
away from Huntington as possible. But getting
out of Huntington made me realize I wanted to
get back to Huntington.”

2/14 vs. Western Kentucky
2/18 @ Charlotte

2/20 @ Old Dominion
2/25 vs. UAB

2/27 vs. Middle Tennessee State
3/5 @ Southern Mississippi

Daniel said he has seen Scott’s maturity level
evolve during her time at Marshall, as she has
become a more aware and understanding
teammate.
“She is playing well and adjusting to the players around her and that has a lot to do with her
maturity,” Daniel said.
Daniel said it’s been the combination of her
enhanced work ethic and her overall evolution
as a person that has allowed her to maintain her
high levels of a play on a more consistent basis.
As Scott’s career at Marshall winds down,
she said she is hopeful her already adventurous
basketball journey is only beginning.
“After I leave Marshall, I hope to get some experience in the WNBA or play overseas,” Scott
said.
However, Scott’s story at Marshall hasn’t
quite concluded, and with the Herd on a three
game winning streak to push its record above
.500 in conference play, the best chapters may
have yet to be written.
Christian Hisman can be contacted at hisman@marshall.edu.

Evans, Hamilton embracing playing in hometown

Women’s basketball
remaining schedule

3/3 @ Louisiana Tech

MEGAN OSBORNE|THE PARTHENON

Senior forward Leah Scott directs the team’s offense in a game against UTEP Thursday.

Kiana Evans calls out an assignment to a teammate in a game against UTEP Thursday.
page designed and edited by BRADLEY HELTZEL| heltzel1@marshall.edu

Hamilton started off her basketball career
at Cincinnati University where she suffered
a season-ending injury her sophomore year,
which brought her back to the other side of
the river. Hamilton said she loves playing in
front of her home crowd.
“It’s a lot of fun because it’s a hometown atmosphere and everyone knows everyone and
they all come to the games, so it’s fun for me.
It’s a blessing,” Hamilton said.
Evans agrees and said she loves the unique
opportunity that she and Hamilton get to experience together.
“Not a lot of people get to
stay home and also play at a
Division-I school,” Evans said.
But similar to Hamilton,
Evans said she did not dream
of playing at Marshall when
she was growing up.
“I wanted to go far from
Huntington,” Evans said.
“But when (head coach Matt
Daniel) came and started
recruiting me, I really liked
the coaches. I thought that
maybe I wasn’t ready to go
so far away from home, so I
stayed.”
Neither Hamilton nor Evans thought they would end
up two-and-a-half miles
down the road from where
they grew up, but now they
can’t imagine wearing anything but the green and
white.
Brittanie Fowler can be
contacted at fowler85@
MEGAN OSBORNE|THE PARTHENON
marshall.edu.
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THE FIRST
AMENDMENT

The Constitution of the
United States of America

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people to
peaceably assemble; and to petition the Government for a redress
of grievances.

BE HERD: GUIDELINES FOR SENDING LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Please keep letters to the
editor at 300 words or fewer.
They must be saved in Microsoft Word and sent as
an attachment. Longer letters may be used as guest
columns at the editor’s discretion. Guest column status will
not be given at the author’s
request. All letters must be
signed and include an address or phone number for
confirmation. Letters may be
edited for grammar, libelous
statements, available space
or factual errors. Compelling

letters that are posted on The
Parthenon website, www.
marshallparthenon.com, can
be printed at the discretion of
the editors.
The opinions expressed
in the columns and letters
do not necessarily represent the views of The
Parthenon staff.
Please send news releases
to the editors at parthenon@marshall.edu. Please
keep in mind, letters are
printed based on timeliness,
newsworthiness and space.

WHERE WILL YOU BE
WHEN SOMETHING
HAPPENS ON CAMPUS?
PROBABLY ON TWITTER.
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EDITORIAL

The Huffington
Post takes on
Donald Trump
Former reality television
facet and current butt of
many a national joke, Donald
Trump beat other candidates in the New Hampshire
Republican primary Tuesday. Trump won 35 percent
of the voters in New Hampshire while Vermont Sen.
Bernie Sanders took 58 percent of the Democratic vote.
Immediately after the results were announced, many
Americans voiced their disapproval with the people
of New Hampshire. Citizens
voiced their opinions on
Twitter, Facebook and many
other social media sites.
What surprised people the
most was The Huffington
Post’s webpage. The website was decked out with
giant, red text reading “NH
GOES RACIST SEXIST XENOPHOBIC,” with a picture
of Trump ominously pointing his finger most likely at
a minority he was belittling.
Was The Huffington Post
wrong in doing such? Or are
the Post staff members just
finally fed up?
It is time American voters take a serious break and

really think about the people they are blindly pledging
their allegiance to.
Supporting a man who
wants to build a wall to keep
out Mexican rapists and
drug dealers goes against
the foundations of what
America was founded on.
America as a country is and
always will be a melting pot.
Trump’s paternal grandparents were even German
immigrants.
Perpetuating xenophobia
sends the wrong message
to anyone who is not within
the United States borders.
If America is truly the land
of opportunities, we need
to show people they are
welcome within our borders without a fear of hate
speech being regurgitated
at them from the mouths of
our bigot “citizens.”
Without the support of
the people, Trump is nothing but a blowhard in a bad
hairpiece. People truly do
have the power in elections
and it is imperative that
the collective United States
stop buying into the Trump
brand of sensationalism.
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ABOVE and BELOW: The Huffington Post uses home screen to criticize
Donald Trump after the New Hampshire primary.
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COLUMN

XOXO, Michael Brown
By MICHAEL BROWN

THE PARTHENON
The readers submitted some questions about life, love and everything in
between. I answered them as honest as
I knew possible. I’m here to keep it real
with you when no one else is and to answer with no judgment, because I don’t
know you. Here are some of the questions I got this week:
How do I better pretend to care
about the things my peers are interested in?
As I have grown old in age, I have realized that the opinion of my peers doesn’t
matter that much at the end of the day.
Everyone is different and likes different
things. I’m going to tell you to fake it like
you make it. Learn to smile like you’re
enjoying all the idiotic things that your
peers are saying and roll your eyes when
they’re not looking. Also, practice a good
fake laugh on during your time alone. In
the mean time find some friends with the
same interests as you.
If you could meet anyone dead or
alive, who would it be?
I would have a really hard time deciding between three people: Tyler Oakley,
Terrence J and Wendy Williams. I’m hoping that I would be able to sit down, have

a meal with one of them and pick their
brain for wisdom. Tyler is my bestie in
my head, Terrance is one of the hottest
men on the planet and all three have
these amazing jobs. Wendy Williams is
like everything though. She’s like my old,
wise aunt who is hip and knows everything, and says it like she means it. I live
for Wendy. Can you say “How you doin’?”
What can’t you live without (besides necessities)?
I wouldn’t be able to live without my
iPhone. I’m not stable without it.
People say “don’t sweat the little
things when it comes to relationships, but what little pet peeves
would make you say “no way!” to a
follow up date Valentines date?
There are a number of things that
someone could do while on a date with
myself to make be pretty much never
want to see them again. If you’re asking
me out, bring your wallet and don’t talk
too much about yourself. Do either of the
above and you don’t hear from me again.
Lets grow up, boys. I’m getting too old
for this.
Should the number of likes on selfies really hold any validation?
No, but it makes me feel good and it
should do the same for you. You’re golden

once you get into the double digits.
Why do white people have to ruin
everything?
Let me start by saying that I am biracial, my mother is white and my father
is black so I don’t want you to think I
hate white people. My mom is the bomb
dot com. Well you may or may not know
that right now is Black History Month
and Beyoncé just released a new video,
Formation, and Formation tour dates.
White people are saying her song, video
and halftime performance are racist. I
think it’s absolutely stupid and in no
way was anything Beyoncé did racist.
Before so many white people pop off at
the mouth they should check their white
privilege. White people forget that they
have it and they shouldn’t. Beyoncé once
again created a hit and she was making
a statement for black people. Dear white
people please remember that just because something is pro-black, it doesn’t
mean that it’s anti-white. Please find
your chill.
Leave questions in the labeled box in
the Parthenon lab or email at parthenon@marshall.edu to have answered for
next week!
Michael Brown can be contacted at
brown790@marshall.edu

Get your voice Herd

@MUParthenon
For the latest in campus news

Want the chance to give your fellow students valuable advice? Is there any topic you love to talk about, but you know
your friends’ eyes glaze over when you talk about it? Whether it’s music, politics or Marshall University, The Parthenon is
looking for regular
columnists for its opinions page.
Columns should be between 300-500 words, well-written and researched. Columns will be edited for grammar, libelous
statements, available space or factual errors.
This is your chance to let your voice be heard.
For more information, contact managing editor Kaitlyn Clay at clay122@marshall.edu.
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Scuba Club makes waves in Florida

By DARIUS BOOKER

THE PARTHENON
Deep under the Florida
waters, Marshall University
students had the opportunity
to dive and study different
aspects of environmental
science as well as swim with
the manatees.
The Marshall University
Scuba Club took one of their
annual trips to Florida over
winter break, diving under
water, while many other students were home dealing
with the cold weather.
Alyssa Brady, MU Scuba
Club president, said she enjoys diving and has become
accustomed to the technicalities of breathing and
functioning underwater.
“It’s definitely something
that I am hooked on,” Brady
said.
Brady said while underwater, everything looks

different, sounds different
and even your senses are attuned to something different.
“It's a totally different
world,” Brady said.
The Scuba Club “officially”
started a little over six years
ago now has approximately
60 members with an assortment of majors.
Nursing major Jennifer
Colby said all students no
matter their major should
try scuba diving.
Colby, who has only been
diving for a semester now,
said it has changed her entire perspective.
“It’s an absolutely incredible experience,” Colby said.
Students who usually
become familiar with the
scuba team start in one of Dr.
Thomas Jones’ environmental science courses.
Jones said the club began to be filled with first
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Members of the Marshall University scuba club dive in Florida during winter break.
graduate students, then
environmental science students, and now non-science
major students.
Jones said the Scuba Club
gives students a learning experience different than the
typical textbook and notebook paper experiences they
are used to.
Jones said the Scuba Club

has allowed students to disregard worries and realize
they can do what they set out
to accomplish.
“Face fears, work your way
through fears and at the end
you realize that you can do
something,” Jones said.
During the most recent
scuba trip, seven students
explored the deep waters,

researching manatees and
other endangered species.
The club enjoyed two days
of boat diving, drift diving
and cavern diving.
Two members also became certified scuba divers,
allowing them to dive on
their own without an instructor being present.
One
of
Jones’

environmental
science
classes, tropical ecology, will
be traveling with the Scuba
Club on a nine-day scuba trip
to Bonaire in June.
The Scuba Club will return
to Florida to visit Key Largo
over spring break.
Darius Booker can be
contacted at booker25@
marshall.edu.

Student group encourages peers to abstain from substance abuse
LEFT: Student CCSSAPP members create posters to encourage their
peers to abstain from substance abuse.
FAR LEFT: A handmade poster is displayed on behalf of the student
CCSAPP chapter .
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By TROY ALEXANDER

THE PARTHENON
The Cabell County Substance Abuse Prevention
Program partners with
students from schools all
across the district to educate and help prevent them
from being susceptible to
substance abuse.
Student volunteers participate in activities such as
peer-to-peer health classes
about things par-ents may
not be comfortable talking
with their kids about.
Alternatively, the CCSAPP
will teach parents how to
talk to their children about
these tough subjects.
“Some parents have a
tough times being realistic with their kids about
drugs and sharing their
experiences, fearing their

children may view them as
a hypocrite,” said organizer,
Michelle Perdue.
The kids hold a summit
once a year and come up
with long term plans to help
their communities. For instance, this past September
each school picked a funded
partner to raise awareness
for organizations such as
the Red Cross.
Kids then tried to educate the community on what
these organizations do for
them.
“So many people think
the Red Cross is just about
blood drives, when in reality, it is doing so much more
for the community,” Perdue
said. “The summit and other
projects show that, even
though they may be from
different schools and may

move out of West Virginia,
Cabell County will always be
their home and they should
try to invest and give back
to the community.”
The CCSAPP is responsible for giving students in
public schools surveys such
as the PRIDE survey and the
West Virginia climate survey, which ask questions
related to drug use and
gives programs a good idea
of problem areas within
their schools.
They also introduced alcoholEDU, a program all
Marshall
freshmen
are
required to take, to the
administration.
Students are joined by a
coalition of about 40 people
who come from all walks of
life.
Businessmen,
media
personalities, local government, religious leaders and
other members of the community strategize and use
assessments to figure out
problem areas within the
community and ways they
can help.
Unlike
rehabilitation
clinics and some other programs, the CCSAPP focuses
more on prevention and education than recovery and
scare tactics.
“Only
focusing
on

treatment and recovery is
like putting a Band-Aid on a
gaping wound,” Perdue said.
“Every one dollar we spend
on prevention is 20 saved
on treatment”.
Evidenced based programming is used to educate
kids on long-term effects
and to “Just think twice.”
“Young people are not invincible, many just don't
comprehend
that
their
brains are developing until their mid 20’s and that
long term drug use in that
time can lead developmental problems or addiction,”
Perdue said. “Some are just
predisposed to addiction
due to genes or family history. Some kids don't make
the connection that heroin
and prescription pills are
similar due to them both being opioids, this is the kind
of information we are trying
to get to our students."
As time progressed and
more people started to
agree that the war on drugs
failed, the CCSAPP adapted
its strategy.
“Just say no was a good
concept, but not well executed,” Perdue said. “Most
kids don't want to feel left
out from their groups of
friends and scare tactics did
not help the cause. We don't
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tell kids they are going to
do a drug one time and be
an addict, this program is
about making sure the kids
are protected, receiving the
right education, and that
they don't derail their life.”
While heroin is a serious issue in the community,
the CCSAPP says the drug
of choice in Cabell County
is alcohol, beating the national average.
“Some of it can be attributed to Huntington being a
college town, but many people don't consider alcohol a
drug,” Perdue said. “You always hear the phrase ‘drugs
and alcohol,’ when really it’s
all drugs.”
The program has had
some success, lowering
drug use in the area below
the national average, but
has also seen rises in other
areas.
“Marijuana use among
teens has increased as the
perception of harm has been
reduced due to legalization
in some states. Personally, I
am more for decriminalization over legalization due
to the fact there would be
much less opportunity for
youths to acquire it,” Perdue
said. "Alcohol is 21 and up
yet kids don't seem to have
a problem getting it and

most beer commercials are
aimed at teens, so I could
see the same thing happening with the legalization of
marijuana."
Perdue said there have
been challenges due to the
increasing popularity of
marijuana use.
“It has become more and
more difficult over the past
two years to talk to kids
about marijuana and make
them realize that you aren't
going to OD on it, but you
also shouldn't be driving,”
Perdue said. “I don't define
it as a gateway drug the way
you usually hear that term.
I look at it as more of a gateway to unsafe situation,
such as getting comfortable
talking to a drug dealer.”
Donations are accepted
and can be sent to the United
Way office. Volunteers are
also always welcomed.
Those interested can contact the United Way through
email and phone, or stop by
the office.
The Community Coalition
also holds meetings open
to the public every third
Wednesday of the month
at the United Way of River
Cities.
Troy Alexander can
be contacted at alexander53@marshall.edu.

